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1b dusty roadways, along the muddy banks of 
lakes and streams, on sand bars, in the fresh 
earth about burrows, in trails, under bridges and 
culverts—in fact in every place where the earth is 
not too firm to take an impression—animals leave 
tracks. Of all the “‘signs” that mark the passing of 
wild creatures, none are more conspicuous nor 
more certain of positive identification than these 
impressions in the soil. 


Whitetail Deer 


The exact shape of deer tracks varies somewhat with the pace of 
the animal and with the nature of the ground upon which the 
track is made. In general, the deer leaves a neat, clean-edged, 
more or less heart shaped track as shown in the illustration above. 


The bird watcher has merely to venture into the 
field at the proper hour and with the aid of a good 
pair of binoculars he will observe at least a goodly 
portion of the feathered wildlife at that time pre- 
sent in the vicinity. On the other hand, it is unu- 
sual to observe more than an occasional mammal 
by the same method, squirrels and a few other 
forms excepted. For one thing, many of the furred 
wild creatures are shy and elusive by nature. Many 
of them venture away from the security of burrow 
or den tree only under cover of darkness. Once in 
a while you may pick up the glowing eyes of one 
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of these nocturnal ramblers in the headlights of 
your automobile, but at best you may only glimpse 
their owner and be left to speculate upon the true 
identity of the animal. 

Hunters and trappers have a practical reason for 
being able to identify with certainty the tracks 
they happen upon during the course of their re- 
spective pursuits. To what avail a long vigilance on 
what appeared to be a well-used deer trail, should 
the pathway prove to be merely a convenient route 
used only by domestic sheep or hogs? What trapper 
could properly locate his sets if he was unable to 
identify on sight the track record left by passing 
furbearers? 

As with other outdoor pursuits, there is a good 
deal of satisfaction to be derived from being able 
to properly identify the tracks of various animals. 
The student of nature will learn much of animal 
habits if he is able to identify and to follow the 
tracks of wild creatures. 

Each animal leaves a characteristic track. True, 
some tracks resemble others in a vague, general 
sort of way, but each has some distinctive feature 
which makes it as unmistakable as if the maker 
of the track had itself been observed. 

Presented on these pages are some of the animal 
tracks which you may find on your next trip 
afield. Study them carefully. They will help you 
answer the question ‘Who passed here?’’ 
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Below: The tracks of the raccoon resemble nothing so much as 
miniature hand and foot prints of a human. The illustration shows 
the typical appearance of the ‘coons tracks. 


Domestic 





Below: The tracks of the domestic cat are roundish in general 
outline, with oval-shaped toe marks. The claws ordinarily are 
not extended therefore tracks lack claw marks. 





Housecat 
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The tracks of the domestic sheep show: both segments 
of the hoof about parallel with each other. The outside 
margin of the print normally shows a distinctive recurve. 





Domestic Hog 





By size alone, the track of the black bear (above) is distinctive 
among Florida mammals. The hind track of an adult black bear 
will measure about 7 inches in length by 3 2 inches in width. The 
print of the front foot of the same animal will measure something 
like 41/2 inches in length and 334 inches wide. All five toes show 


distinctly as do the marks left by the claws. The track of the domestic hog (above) consists of two more or 
less kidney-shaped segments, much heavier and more rounded 
than either the sheep or deer. 





The skunk makes a distinctive track with the claws of the front 

feet showing prominently, as in the illustration above. In a normal 

walking gait, the skunk’s stride is about 5/2 inches. The track of 
the hind foot averages about 1/2 inches in length. 


Opossum 


Cotton Rat 





HIND 





Above: The opossum’s hind foot track shows all five toes, with 





In general appearance, the track of the otter (left) is somewhat similar to that of the mink (right) but it is a heavier, larger print with the widely separated “thumb” mark a distinctive characteristic. 
a relatively larger pad. Except on a very firm surface, there is usually at least a fair indication of the hind foot web. In sand, the average Track pattern of a walking opossum will show a front foot and 
length of the track of a mature otter is 6 inches. The mink’s track is somewhat similar to that of the house cat but claw marks show on rear foot print side by side or with a back foot track a bit behind 


the mink track but not on the cat’s. In the usual gait, the hind tracks are imposed over the front. Pace is normally from 12 to 23 inches. that of the front. Normal step ranges from six to eleven inches. 





The gray fox (above) leaves a somewhat dog-like track although 


The tracks of the bobcat (above) are round in general outline it is more delicate in appearance than that of most breeds of dogs. 
without claw marks. The impression of the pad is distinctive, show- The pad is relatively smaller and narrower with two distinctive 
ing two lobes on the rear margin and an indentation on the front. narrow lobes showing in hind foot tracks. 


An average front foot track measures about 134 inches. 





There is a considerable variation in the size and to a lesser extent 
in conformation of the tracks of the dog. The illustration to the 
right shows a typical track. 





Panther tracks (above) are roundish in outline with a distinctive 
three-lobed pad. The claws are usually retracted and therefore 
leave no marks. The panther’s front feet are larger than the rear 
ones, as in most cats. An adult animal’s track will measure some- 


thing like 3 inches long by 3 2 inches wide. Gray Squirrel 





